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5. Classification

Ownership of PropertyCheck as many boxes as apply) Category of PropertyCheck onlpne box)
[X] Private [X] Building(s)
[] Publiclocal [] District
[] Publicstate [] site
[] Publicfederal [] Structure
[] Object
Number of Resources within Proper{ipo not include previously listed resources in the count.)
Contributing Noncontributing
1 1 Buildings
Sites
Structures
Objects
1 1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Regist 0

6. Function or Use

Historic FunctiongEnter categories from instructions.) Current FunctionsEnter ategories from instructions.)
DOMESTIC: hotel DOMESTIC: hotel

7. Description

Architectural ClassificatiorEnter categories from instructions.)
LATE 19 AND EARLY 2CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS/Commercial Style

Materials (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the property: Brick (facade)Concrete(foundation).




United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / Nationald®ster of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 1800 OMB No. 10240018
Hotel Orleans Harlan County, Nebraska

Name of Property County and State

Description

Summary Paragrap['BriefIy describehe general characteristics of the property, such as its locatigeg, tgtyle, method of
construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity.)

TheHotel Orleans is a brick, twstory building over a raised basement providing for three stories of guests

rooms and commn spaceConstructed primary of tan brick, dark brown brick provides detailed embellishments

on the south and west fagades. The first and second story of each fagade contains multiple openings, with large
LIAOGdzNE éAYyR2g4a ¢ A0GK (5RbtfoardpedingLfof thél dihidg réoth driside, thel el RS Q
historic layout has been retained as well as hardwood floors, railings, baseboards, and original dafdhsar

Hotel Orleans containsventy-two guest rooms in addition to the main lobby, dining roangdkitchen,along

with multiple common spaces and restroonMinor alterations have been made to the building to allow for

modern conveniences.

Narrative Description(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the profizescribe
contributing and noncontributing resourcesaipplicable.)

Setting

TheHotelOrleand is located at 101 Pine Streiet Orleansijn southcentraNebraska.Situated on Highway 89
(Orleans Avenue) just one block north of Orleans downtown squaré¢hmed blocks eastof the Republican
RailroadDepot, the Hotel was situated to serve travelers both by rail and ro&e. blocks south of the hotel
remain commercial in nature today, though empty, with residential neighborhood to the west, north, and east
of the hotel. A vacant lot immediately north of the hotel that is used for parking for large gatherings. Otherwise,
street parking is available along Pine Street. Fib&lOrleans remains sttagically located to serve the

travelling public as US Highwa$6 passes through town just three blocks north of the hotel and US Highway
183,a major thoraughfare from Canada to Mexic®he town is locatechithe Republican Valleyith the Harlan
County Lak less than 10 miles awatdunting and fishing are prevaleim the Republican Valley, often by eut
of-towners who lodge at the Orleans Hotd & BreakfastA small gardeners shed is located de property

just east of the budling. A recent addition to the property, it is n@ontributing to the nomination.

Exterior

The twostory plus basement brick hotel was completed 880 Designed by E. Floyd Redding of Denver,
Coloradoand constructed bWatterman & Trumbo ohearbyHoldrege The 11,000 square foot, rectangular
building has a concrete foundatipa fagzade ofcommon brick with light mortarand a flat roof It sits with its
primary facade facing south and containing a sirséey porch on the western end of the south facade,
containingthe K 2 ( @dinteatranceThewest side othe hotel facesHighwa 89 making the hotel highly
visible to travelers considering leaving town for the eveniftpeblueprints(Figure 5 & pweredrawn with the
primary facade facing east, suggesting that the building was originally intended for a differé&ntdato its
visibility from Highway 89, thaddresshas errantly been referred to ag®ans AvenueTheparapetextends
just the two most visible south and west, fagcades.

The openrair porch on the south fagade wittrnate woodtrim in the opening€.The stairsare set into the porch

FYR FNB (2LIISR gAGK | aYlFtf yS2y Gl h¢9[ dtisdehlbdckE 6 KA C
one opening from the west, extends across only two first floor openings, and contains a flat roof and
abbreviatedparapéa mimicking that on the second storyhe originaldouble-door with transom has been

10overtime the Hotel Orleans waslsoOA £ZAOOAA O1 AO O/ Ol Adebutts (1 OAT 6 ET T AxODPA
2The wood trim is a recent modification as the porch openings only contained plain screens as of 1985. |mbi§d-
042_850601203, Nebraska State Historic Presenian Office, site files, Lincoln, NE.
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replaced by a single door with sidelights and transom, retaining the historic opéiiadasement level is
covered with brown brick under the tan brick facade of thetfand second stories, with brown brick sills at the
openings. At the roofline there issaldiercourse of brown brick below thgarapet Relatively simple, the
parapetincludes modest stepping pattern at the east and west ends of the south fagatieoriains simple
embellishment irbrown brick Details in brown brick are also visible in quoining at each corner of the south
facade, as well as wall acknowledgments at roughlyfitiefrom each side of the facade. Each story on the
south facade contains teopenings. At the basement level then év n&pening retain their oginal wood
three-over-one sashes. With no windewells these windows extend to just above gra@ie openings at the
first story vary; the second opening from the west is the mainamte via the aforementioned porch while the
third opening is a small window as it also is covered by thestmy porch. Four largewindowsgiveare
LINB&SYd i GKS RAYAYHISRENI $aH KA p 2eSiitlopsvéhileBdherS NB & A
panes have been damaged and replaced, the windows have otheratiseean touchedThis same type of
window is present in the westernmost opening, looking into the hotel oy three easternmost windows at
the first story arehree-over-one doublehung windows, measuring nxo nand retain their wood sashes. This
same windowsizeis present in all ten of the second story openingile the original jambs remain the
window sashes have been replaced with ener-one windows. Theriginal wood windav frames are painted
green whilethe replacements arevhite.

The west fagade contains three basdelineated by the same brick embellishments found on the south facade,

with the center bay being slightly wider than the two on its flanks. Brown britkedbasement level and similar
parapetdetail is present on this fagade, as well. The first story contain three large picture windows wiitefive
transoms. There are foume-over-one replacementvindows at the second storytwo within the center bay

and one in each of the north and south ba¥&ere are foupriginalbasement windows situated in line with the

second storywindowd. & A& 2y GKAA& Tl celn®@visiblk. OfgindilvBapgingthe 9 [ ¢ aA 3
southwest corner, its currently onlypresent on the west side. Roughly ten feet in heightl a foot wide the

red metal sign has large white lettedsescending vertically to attract those passing I@ver the years signs

have changed multiple times, varying both in their extravagance amadidoc

The north fagade isntirely of tan brick an@bsent any brick detailingarapet or large windows present on the
preceding facades. Present are ten windows per sta@mnall threeover-one windows at the basement level

and standard on®ver-one duble-hung windows in each of the ten opening at the first and second storg.
FANRG A0G2NEB NBGFAYya Ada 2NAIAAYIE sRahBzhandbrick KAt S (GKS
embellishment, there aréwo metal two downspouts on this facade. Neahe northeast corner of the building is

a brick chimney which protrudes from the facade and extends roughly ten feet above the roofline. A sidewalk
runs the length of this fagade.

The east fagade is entirely of tan brick and void of any embellishmeniise Aasement level there are four
openings three windows and a basement entrance; the first story mimics this pattern. From the south, there
are two windows, the door, and the fourth window. At the basement a set of concrete steps descend to the
entrance while a ramp extends from the Pine Street sidewalk. The ramp runs north from the sidewalk before
turning west and then south as it approaches landing for the first floor entry, which can also be ascended to via
a set of metal stairsA wooden door is preent with transom, while the three window openings are aner-

one. At the second story, four or@/er-one windows are present, similar to the west facade.

Interior

A large lobby is entered via the front entrandéne entire hotel retains its original tsand-a-quarter inch oak

floors and plaster walls as does the rest of the hotel, all in beautiful condiMirdoors inside the hotel are

original and are where they were placed in the beginning. Oak flooring is present throughout with trim, doors,
andwindows of fir, pine, or oak depending on the room and its purpose. There are several sets of pristine
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French doors that are pristing. KS f 2006& Qa KINRg22R TFf 2iedtfiopdsitdtie O dzNNE
entrance is the originatheckin desk,y Of dzZRAy 3 GKS g+ ff OF6AySi F2NJ SI OK
KAZG2NROIFffe gla (dzO1SR Ayid2 (GKS tf200eQa RSy> I avl
as an officeAbove the checlin desk and extending the full length ofettobby is a modern HVAC duct.

Otherwise, changes to the space are not noticealniehe southeast corner of the lobby is thpen stairway

whichis completely origial and in pristine conditiorThere are five stairs leading south toward a landing as the

stair switchback and ascend to the second story heading ndutt. beyond the stairwell on the east wall is a set

of French doors which open to the hotel dining room; north of this opening is the hallway entrance. On the

north wall behind the counteri8 KS R22NJ 2 GKS K23Sf YIylFI3aSNRa adzads
Each room has its own entrangehe west to the lobby and the east to the hallwayn addition to being

A % 4 A x

O2yySOGSR OAl I WOl yQ WAEE ol (ikinth@erd 91 OK 6SRNR2Y

The French doors open to the dining room, a large open roomabratinues to baused to host mealalong

with other meetings and gatherings.f f dzZYAy | §SR o6& &AE avltf fA3IKGasT GKS
borders the hallwayfour large windows on the south fagade open to this room. The dining room has no

noticeable changes from its historic appearance. The east wall conta@msHout swinging doors to the

kitchen, which has seen some alterations over time. Retaining igritsayout, ceramic tile flooring and new

lighting has been installed, along with modern appliances to support the meal preparation which continues to

this day. Along the north wall a dumbwaiter is still present.

A door in the northeast corner of thetkhen acesses the first floor hallway whiolins down the center of the

o0dzZA f RAYy3 aSLI NIFdGAy3I RAYAY3I | YR 1 A Omdinyhe debt, thieK S & 2 dzil K
hallway can be entered from the lobby. On the east, the hallway contains theShb Q& NBF NJ Sy G NI y O
access, and a second stairwell for vertical circulation. Overhead the HVAC duct extends the length of the

hallway, which is otherwise unchangemtluding the retention of the original fire houde ! £ 2y 3 GKS KI f
south wallat the top of stairs to the basement, is a mop closest, the listoricrestroom (toilet only) for the

floor, and a shallow linen closet. Along the north sidere five guest roomsioughly 10 feet x 12 feet with 10

foot ceilingsand containing their ow sink and heating registefoday there are four guest rooms on the floor

as one has been into a full bathroom for the floor, with shower and tdfet.each room the fivpanel fir door

Aa f20FiSR Ay GKS NR2YQa a2 dacddwitha ientOrReNjyeSt Kdorhsyelin & I a U
high degree of integrity, including hardwood trim, flooring, and small sinks that are original to building.

g GKS 2L 2F GKS YFAYy adGFrANBStts GKS aSOzg®aFt 2 2 NI
an apartment for the hotel owners. Origingliyn the south side of the hallwdlgere was two large bedrooms

which shared a full bathroorand north of the hall were two standard bedrooms. In the 1980s the hallway was
blocked off, the two souther rooms were converted to a kitchen and living room, and the two northern rooms

were combined to a single, large bedroom. This configuration remains today as the group of rooms can be

rented as a suite.

Historically the north side of the second floor caimed nine guest rooms thabre nearly identical to the ones

found on the first floor, the only difference being that the three western bedrooms had doors positioned in their
southeast, not southwest, cornéiwhile all the guest rooms are roughly tand-a-half feet wide, those on the

south side measure an additional-sird-a-half feet in length. These nine larger rooms, including what is now

the kitchen and livingoom of the suite, have &ullwl O1 y Q WAt € o0 (0 KNP 3efenthfah i K K
the west, which haao restroomaccessToday this room has been transformed into full bathrodrhere are

two hallway toilets on the floor, one near the top of each stair witle second bedroom west of the main stair

3The count of nine second story guestrooms includes the two which are now contained in the suite.
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well has beertonvertedinto a ful bathroom, similar to the practice on the first floohd& second floor hallway
remains unchanged with the exception of the HVAC ductwork above.

The basementontains original oak flooring, floating over a cement flgdtrthe base of the main stairwell,

GKSNBE Aa | aylrft €t2dzy3S 6KAOK 41 a NBFSNNBR (2 Fa (K
is a large banquet room, mimicking the size and layout of the dining room above. The basement includes a

serving kitchen east of the banguroom, complete with the swinging-snd-out doors and dumbwaiter to the

kitchen above. A small counter has been built outside the serving kitchen into the banquet room. The
0FasSYSyiQa az2dzikKSIFad NR2Y O2ydl A yrentihdgay iK 2niixof sixt | dzy RN
bedrooms, a full bathroom, and the boiler and coal rooms at the eastern end which today are used for storage.

The hotel was built with 28 bedroomighich today numbers 22 due to the addition of full bathrooms and the
creating d the second floor suite. There are alsaumberof public spaces including the first floor lobby and

dining room and the basement banquet and club rooiiige hotel hagontinually operated as hotel, today

known as the Orleans Hotel Bed & Breakfa&bng the way many amenities were added to enhance theityal

of the stay for the guests, such as central air conditioning, accessibility ramp, and an accessible bathroom on the
first floor allin 2014.These alterations have done little to compromise tBe& 2 dzZNOS Q& Hotli SIANK ( & @
Orleans fully retains its aspects of Location and Setting; the modifications have had little to no impact on the
Design of the hotel; the replacement of some windows has slightly reduced the aspect of Materials and
Workmanshp, however there are numerous examples of these aspects remaining throughout the building; and
today the building continues to operate as a hotel, givingtlagel Orleans a high degree of integrity as it

relates to Association and Feeling.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

6al Ny &- &

property for National Register listing.)

X

A Property is associated with events that
have made a significant contribution to
the broad patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of
persons significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a type, period, or
method of construction or represents the
work of a master, opossesses high
artistic values, or represents a significar
and distinguishable entity whose
components lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield
information important in prehistory or
history.

Criteria Consideations
6al Nyl 6&-¢ Ay |ttt (GKS 02ESA

Property is:

A Owned by a religious institution or used
for religious purposes.

B Removed from its original location.

C A birthplace or a grave.

D A cemetery.
A reconstructed building, objeabr

E structure.

F A commemorative property.

G Less than 50 years of age or achieved
significance within the past 50 years.

AY 2yS 2NJ Y2NB 032

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)

COMMERCE

ARCHICTECTURE

Period of Significane
19301971

Significant Dates

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above.)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
E. Floyd Reddin@rchitect)

Watterman & Trumbdbuilder)

Statement of Significace SummaryParagraphProvide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance,
applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any applicable criteria considerations.)

TheHotel Orleansis eligible for the National Registef Historic Places under Criterion A: Commerce as an
important resource in the commercial developmaeritthe Gty of Orleans The hotel wagonstructed inl930

nek NJ 6KS OAleQa

odzaAySaa RAAGNROU

eligible for the National Register under Criterion C: Architecture, as a good example of early tweatittty
commercial hotel desigthat reflectsthe modern form and modest details popularhotel design following

I . Rhelo®IIONSansials&

NI A €
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WorldWar IThS LISNA 2R 2F aA3ayATFTAOI yOS D%0am ¢ndls ipI®7L Ktthd KS K2 { !
National Register fiftyear cutoff, as the resourceontinues to serve as a hotel

Narrative Statement of Significang@rovide at leasbne paragraph for eachraa of significance.)

The town ofOrleans came about in 18 &3earlysettlers needed alace to purchase basic needsd serve as

the center for gathering with friends and relative&eographicallyQrleans was a good place to plat a town.

The aread situatedin the Republican River Vallbgtweenseveral creekprovidingaccess to fresh wateand

the railroad was about to come through the Valld8y the time the first steam train rolled through Orleans in

1880 the town hadtO0inhabitants. By théime the hotel was constructed in 193the towrQ & LJ2 LJdzt G A 2 y
approaching 1,00(and Orlean$iad growninto amarketplace fo grain and other commoditiesCommercial

businesses and activity in Orleans wasteredarounda beautifultown square one bbck south of the hotel,

whichstill contains the historic CordelizeBnett Preston Memorial Library.

Commerce

Prior t01930Q the town contained two frame hotels which ceased operation shortly &fteel Orleans was
completed.Travelling salesmen were mwnon during this era of commerce, commutifigm town to townby

train and automobilego selltheir products. Keeping these salesmen in town overnight was good business, not
justfor a localhotel but the entire community, and led to a boommibdernlodgngaccommodationsn the

1920s Aside from providing pleasanuarters for travelers, the new hotels became the symbol of a prospering
community with a bright futureFailure tohave a hotelvould have been an admission that the town was

economically stagant. For this reasomesidents in towns and cities of all sizes thought it was important to
aK2g0lFasS I aY2RSNY ¢ K pvrBident standirg if tha staféA O G A2y 2F G KSAN

The press in Orleans saw a new hoteldAgpaying propositiorfrom a dolla and cents standpoint upon its
completion, beside a long step in the direction of an improvement vital to the progress and best interests of our
O A &Histbdans on the subject have stated théfhe full range of hotel facilities such as dining roomsl a

coffee shops were important adjuncts to private business dealing and public entertainment. Hotels were
intended to stand as landmarks symbolic of economic and social vigor. The amenities they provided signified
RS 02 NHzYy I §fths within éhiscbrikeiit ehebsignificance of thidotel Orleans is realized.

4John A. Jakle, Keith A. Sculle, and Jefferson S. Rogéhe Motel in AmeriggBaltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins
University Press, 1996), 539.

50. Ax (1T OA1T &I O /1 01l AATO 1| OOO0OAAYd 2ADOAOCAT OWéOGIEks Chiriicle " A E
(Orleans, NE), February 14, 1929.

6 John A. Jakle, Keith A. Sculle, and Jefferson S. Rogéhe Motel in Ararica (Baltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins
University Press, 1996), 25.
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iThe New Orleans Hotel—asit Will Appear After Construction

Figure 1: Proposed hotel desighhe Orleans Chronic;l(éOrIeAaan, NE), April 28, 1928.

In southcentral Nebraska, @eans struck first asearbyl 2 f R NB-&ddyHatel Balekvould not beompleted

until 19317 In February 1928nembers of the Orleans Rotary Club and the local American Legion Post formed a
building committeewhich planned for theompletion of theHotel Orleans that summetMeetings and public
appeals to invest in the hotshortly followed Afundraising campaign was announdedJunewith an ultimate
32Kt 2F NI AaAy3d brecoden stomotureFtiafjlwvill conéaiih FoNENSBtysix i Bidvo rooms,
many with private bath. It will also contain a modern ceff@hop, dining room, sample rooms, in fact everything
foundinanupto-R I 4 S O A anéconktididliegadabout July 15.

0200A1T "AOOOAT A - Al 0 OOAEA OAKold(edelCiktiz@niHoldregs, NE),IAQrI 53013, AT AT A OE
80. Ax (T OA1T A O /1 01 AAT O | OOO0OAAG 28iDp AIGAD OAEEEhs dneHitied " A E
(Orleans, NE), February 14, 1929.
°O0( 1T OAT #1171 EOOAAThe Arfeéhg Chenidlel | EQEDABOR . %qh - AOAE he T VYTYS8
Orleans ChronicléOrleans, NE), Match 28, 1920 # E O EaUnH $60,000 Fund Campaign to Building new Modern
(1T OAT ET Thé @rleahsAGhOriciOrleans, NE), June 13, 1929.
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The Orleans Chronialeay have been less than accurate in its assertiontthee wasd y 2 0 | aAy 3t S Rz

minds of ou people concerning the need of an-tp-date hostlery (sic) in our ci§f’ as articles followed

imploring theO A {(m@rehantsto invest in the venture andebukingthose who doubed the hotelQ decessity*!

The gentlemen who backed this venture saw théit®t | & | gl & 2F ANBGAGAYy3IA Ada
GKS o0dAfRAY3I 2F GKS K2GSftXé¢ adzaasSadacgay3a GkKFraG altt 6A
would draw to or keep in Orlears.

Why You_Should Support the Orleans
‘Campaign for a New Modern Hotel

Orleans needs a new modern hotel . - o
It W@ll‘stimulate, new activities in the commuaity~
Business in general will be benefitted-

It is an investment in community progréss

Its ‘a COMMUNITY COOPERATIVE ENTERPRISE
It will be a center for SOCIAL ACTIVITIES '

" Not An Assessment---An Invesment

The purchase of Six Percent Accumulative red S REE!

will prove a safe investment for investors. Wepzsl;'e;?ee{ihcs;%cr}f WIN $10 F %

:‘lh‘:l:: ?f lllilm 'a;u()lck in order that maximum hotel accommoda- A prize of $10.00 will be given free for a name for the new

To f~ui(luirx‘| t(}‘\iqucu.m ; . i Orleans hotel. Names must be in campaign office by Friday

facilities in O.rle ngu gn means abandonment of better hotel noon, July 13, and winner will be nnnouncegl at the noon
“1f the h;ﬂ.el pite ans. i y i luncheon of the hotel workers that day. If different persons

A corubatt Pﬂlzntlh "l' lc.t}:s\u_cesi. the citizens of Orleans suggest the sume name, the [:nze will be awarded to that per-

o0 mm'.meyn\mdus suh:scrl : hl')e.-rully. Sugcess or failure son.whose letter is postmarked at earliest hour, so get {uur

nite, epends on the citizens of Orleans and com- names' in early. A committee of three business men will se-

lect the winning name.

General Committee Orleans Hotel Campaign "

Headquarters in Frank Schumacher’s Insurance Office. Telephone 57 ,
Figure 2: Fundraising Campaign Adiieement, The Orleans ChronigléOrleans, NE), July 4, 1929.

By Julythe committee selectedk S 2 22 ISNR O2NY SNE K2 Y S &0 2 a0 GIKKSS 2LONS ThS
building sitefor the hotel It is uncleaif this is the lot on which the hotel wasentuallybuilt. Early sketches of

the hotel (Figures 1 &) show it located on a downtown commercial lot, and the accepted figsires & 6)

havethe primary fagcade facing east, not south as it was constructethis same meetingthe committee drew

up articles of incorporation for what would be known as tedeans Hotel Holding Compar8ven Orleans
residentswere named as the incorporators with over $20,000 secured. After setting an initial goal of $30,000,

o, Ax (1T OA1T &I O 1/ Ol AATO ' OOO0OAAYd 2ADPOAOCAT OMéGIEhs 7ET T " A |
Chronicle (Orleans, NE)February 14, 1929.
UO4EA (1T OA1T ThémléansiChronklObleans, NE), Match 28, 1922A 08 * 8 %8 ( AET AheO4EA . £
Orleans Chronic)€¢Orleans, NE), April 4, 1929.
122 AR08 * 8%8 ( AET Ahe®dednk Chrohigi@rledns) BE), Apdl 4, 1929.
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the company had authorized the sale$#5,000 in stocka provision made forraultimate stock issue of
$65,000%

-
4 ‘ .o-o'v
e T e S .

Flgure 3: Proposed hotel desugiﬁhe Orleans ChronlcléOrIeans NE), July 11, 1999,

Delays, presumably due the financial panic which gripped the nation in 1929, lexbistauctiondelay; some

even doubted if the hotelvould ever become a realitpMeetings in earlyMarch1930Ied to theOrleans Hotel

Holding Companto award theexcavation contracio Hubert Smith of Orleans, with the general contract being

let to Watterman & Trumbo of Holdregén the nine months since the plarigr a three story hotel with roughly

forty roomswere announced, the Orleans Hotel Holding Company had scaled back their ambitioudtplans.
acceptedDenver, Coloradarchitect E. Floyd Reddif@galans fora downsizedhotel identical to the one in

Oberlin, Kansa¥.While scaled down from previous designs, the hot#l6 S A YLINB&a aA @Sz y2 )/ Sk
bed rooms besides other rooms and will be modern throughout, constructed of light brickiaadsS = ¢ | G |

of $35,000t% Whether the smaller hotel wadecided upordue toalack of willingocalinvestors, the October

B4EA OAOAT TAT xAOAd *8ws8 (AEITh *AiAO 18 - A" AAAEETh /8 (.
AT OCA %8 2AU0UT T 1 AOBncdnJddumdl #] OBT AADERT OBGh *O1 U TQh ZYTY:
) T O A ®AiOEOHNE Booste(Dunning, NE), August 8,1928.. Ax (1 OA1 3 EOA 3A1 AAGAA AO
Stockholders Last Friday Night,The Orleans Chronicl@rleans, NE), July 25, 1929.

There is no mention why the design changed from thexample given inThe Orlean€hronicleon April 28, 1929.

Bt is unclear if Redding designed the hotel in Oberlin or if the Orleans Hotel Holding Company simple liked the design.

BO@AAOAGET ¢ &£ O / Ol AAT O . -A%1 O0OB A OB Eidici@©rieEnd NE, Mardh O x A U
TPh ZYYP8 O7AO0AOI AT QO 40061 Al ' EOAT # iTHe Ori@dnd Chrofigle " OET A /[
(Orleans, NE), March 27, 1930.
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1929 stock market crash, or both, is unclegnat fact that theHotel Orleans was even built is just as significant
in that it weathered the storm of the Great Depression to remain in operation. From 1929 through the 1930s
hotel construction rates declined significantly and more than 85 percent of hotels nationwide experienced
financial difficulty:’

Work progressed on the hotel thugh the summer and into the falf 193Q In October the Orleandotel

Holding Company came to an agreement with William Haber of Kansas City, Missouri, on a five year lease for
$12,000 to operate the hotel. The hotel was officially nameddHetel Orl@nsk YR | ao6A 3 St SO0 NA
0SAYy3 YIRS G2 Syofl1 Sy ¢a&aa000BTheiHoldiigZantpéng \Bag hoping Ror aLJ?2 LJdzt
November 1 opening, with November 10 as a fallldetle, neither of which were met. The hotel dining room,

however, opened on November 9, serving over 100 people on its opening day. Less than two weeks later the
Hotel Orleans formally opened on November 21, 1893060 SAy 3 KIFAf SR Fa al Y2ydzySyi
and progressivism of our peopd&®

| o ST gy

| W o e . Formal Opening of
| HOTEL ORLEANS
8 November 21, 1930 :
t B

Everyone Invited to Inspect this

§  AllNew, Modern Hotel
} Dancing 8:30 to 11:30

Refreshments Served

U e T T iy SRRy
Figuren Y ! RGSNIAASYSY( TF2NJ I TheHieans Giobitiegrieans, BB, Nbveniberh LIS v 7
21, 1930.

5SaLIAGS GKS K23GStQa 2LSyAy3a O2AYyOARAY3A gAGK GKS 2
traffic in and out of Orleanstokeéd G KS K2 G Sf Qa R2 2 NA .ZFddfryct cistom@gted K (1 K S
hotel postednewspaper advertisements in papers as far away as Lid¢Muoch business was brought to

Orleans by thé-armers' Equity COperative Creamerywhich was billed as thargest ceoperative creamery in

Donald Lundberg,The Hotel and Restaurant Busine@oston, MA: Cahner Books International, 1976).

BT OAT /1 01 AAT 68 ET . AHe Drleang Criohickgri@ads, NEA ©ctopdr B5A1030.0

(T OAT /1 O1TAAT O 111101 AAOG OEA |/ PAT ETheridéark ChréhBi®©dears, RE)ET C 21 |
. T OAT AAO wh =zVYvyprs a/@®RAT AAOISAEATHEDGRARICHFhigiEdeans, NE), November
13,1930071 8 (8 (AAAO '111 01 ARG OEA &I Of Al Th®dleasd Chroriiglke ( 1 OA

_ (Orleans, NE), November 12, 1930.
200" OEAA T £ . AAOA O BNeagka StaheAldubna(ignedin] NER Jaubr 27, 1935.
12



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / Nationald®ster of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 1000 OMB No. 10240018
Hotel Orleans Harlan County, Nebraska
Name of Property County and State

the world. Located along the railroad in south Orleatie Creamery transformedream from Colorado, Kansas
and parts of Nebraskiato butter and i@ cream under the Goldmine label, until it closed961

During the Geat Depression,@ane salesmen continued to travel their circigmingto Orleans to take orders
for new cars anahecessaryvares in Orleans and the surrounding arg@aey did their business from tisenall
room off the lobby that contained a phonebth and a small library table.

The importance of travelling salesmen to tHetel Orleans perhaps best exemplified by Charlie Oshémawn

more as being the father dégendary Nebraska football coa€bm Osborngthe elder Osborne ownedaar

dealership in Hstingsandtraveled southern Nebraska selling Ribrysles. While traveling in the 1930s,

Osborne would stay at Orleans regularly givingftrener hotel manage® daughtera vocabulary word to look

up. When he returned in a week or two he would quiz learthe meaning, spelling, and hdw use the word in

a sentence. Once a salesman established a routine route and overnightretayswere repeat customers

givingthe hotel a consistent clientel®ther business traveletayed at the hotel for an exteled period,
postingnewspaper advertisemengirectingthose interested to call on them at the hedtduring a given block of

time2 NJ  ROSNIAASR F2NJ I RSY2yaidNI A2y Hawever by $9AheLINE R dzC
GFFEEAYI 2 FFNRRS & Nbagagek d fiShotél 80 §ef out of the business altogettfer.

TheHotel Orleans had more to offer travelers than just a nice place to rest their heads. It baastenf the

finest restaurantsn the surrounding are® Big bandsvho were on touralso played for dances intfé2 (G St Qa
basement.The light business of the Great Depression continued through World War Il as folks had little time for
travel and leisure. In the postar years, theJ.S. Army Corps of Engineers built at danating the Harlan

County Reservoir between Alma and Republic ilyst fifteenmiles from Orleansyorkers on the project kept

the hotelfull for five or six years.

During this time, the model of hotel architecture changed drastically. In the\Mastd War llera, the motel
grew in popularity, becominthe dominant lodging establishment in small towthsoughout the country.
Motels wereoften located along major roads and highways and catered specifically to peapéding by
automobile typically feauring small cabins or adjacent individual rooms arranged in ar-shapeplan
around a central courtyardihecourtyard area, generallieplaced the common areasich as restaurants,
ballrooms, and lobbieso integral to hotels from the 192633

In smdl towns hotelsvere more than another business; they were a matter of civic pride and often served as
gathering places for community activiti&sThis was true in Orleans as the hotel hosted a variety of groups and
events during the period of significarice NI y 3Ay 3 FTNRBY (KS 22YSyQa . NAR3IS /
Platte United Chambers of Commerce Board of Directomsultiple agricultural organizatiorgatheiing to

20" 1 OA" # OROBEEAT A . A A O AHartahCoanty Ackrosf g KE) AMarBh 19 A953.( AOA T £
( A A O BHarlar Gounty JournalAlma, NE), October 28, 1943.
204 E1 A1 U 4 E AG1/gaGhand Aetad(@érttand4NE), December 17, 1943.
B0/ Ol AAT 08 Cakbridge Cl@did{Cambridge, NE), November 13, 1930.
253 10U #10PO0 1T £ %l CET AAaoitOBA AOABALK &1 ©3 OUOI, BEAIROD A AIDIE
https://www.nwk.usace.army.mil/Locations/District. akes/HarlarCounty-Lake/Aboutthe-Lake/ accessed October
22, 2020.
25John A. Jakle, Keith A. Sculle, andfferson S. RogersThe Motel in AmeriggBaltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins
University Press, 1996})7-89.
26 Talbot Hamlin,The American Spirit in ArchitecturéNew Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1926), 280
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discuss matters at the hotel. Not surprisingly, the American Legion andafyikidild meetings in the hotel they
helped erect’

Now in its ninetysecond year, thélotel Orleans is on its fifth set of owners. T@deans Hotel Holding
Company owned the hotel until 1945 with no less thlaree hotel managers: William Haber, Royigteand
CSAailQa dzyy ProSrRughlydz® e forydadds, from 1945 to the mi@iB0s, Ulysses Grant
Morgan and his wifeRuig owned and operated it. Vincel8pecht an Orleans native and his wife ran it for
roughlya decade until 1997. Th@&hts artistic abilities still are evident in the things they did to decorate
walls in various areas. Beginning in 1997, the hotel was owned and operated byl@&teny of Steamboat
Springs, Coloradantil ill health forced him to sell it in 2013. Siritben the present owners, David and Marilyn
Snodgrass, bought it and operate it as the Orleans HotekB@ekakfast.

The populationof Orleans now numbers roughly 2%l but a few of thecommercial buildings are emptyoge
is the rail trafficandthe days of thetravelling salesmeare over.In spite of all this, thélotel Orleans continues
to serve as a choice location for local gatherings and continues to rent out rooms to out of town guests.

Architecture

Typical hotel constructioduringthe 1920s involved a freestanding building of multiple floors with numerous
individual rooms. Common design elements at this time included a lobby, dining room/restaurant, a bar, and
ground floor commercial storefronts. Many hotels also had ballrooms, usuallyeosecond floof® Orleans had
planned for commercial storefronts in its original design and did include a ballroom in its second design, albeit in
the basement.

TheHotel Orleansis an example of 1920s hotel construction and architectugining a hih degree of
integrity. The hotel exhibits the typical twstory, freestanding formand numerous individual guest roonus
each side of a central halt offeredin-house amenities to guesis the form of thehotel lobby, dining
room/restaurant, andballroom. TheHotel Orleans represents the largest and best intact example of early
twentieth century commercial hotel architecture HarlanCounty Comparable examples in the region are the
sixstory Hotel Dale (801"™Avenue, Holdrege, Phelps County) whis an example of a larger, grander hotel
which included ground floor commercial space and the Lincoln Hotel (318\énue, Franklin, Franklin
County) which was demolished in 20°5.

TheHotel Orleans embodies all the characteristics of a buildingsdfrne. Craftsmanship shows in all areas of
constructionfrom the wood and plaster to the windows and doof$e building has a sink in every sleeping
room which ithadfrom the start. As such, this frestanding hotel offered travelers separate roonaa range
of amenities such as a ballroom, restaurant, laundry, and lounge griggécal of hotel design following Wior
War | and during the 1920%he twostory, tan brick, longitudinal block hotel, constructiedL93Q exhibits very
good interior ancexterior integrity. Within the Republican Valley, ithe sole remainindprick longitudinal block

270/ O1 AAT MarlarhConty dournaggAl | Ah . %wqh &AAODOAOU T h =ZYYoes O3u0## OI
Public Mirrorj ! OADAET Ah . wqh 3ADPOAI AAO wMelanCodny D@irna{&MAaONE), " OOAAD -
| AOT AAO Xh IYod8 O(AOI Al #1 O1 OUHard CobryiJoutadArha, MEX T AOOEED
&AAOOAOU TPh IVYoQ8 O/ Ol AAT MarriACound Doursafaind, NE) Oandady @7, O62E O . A
O#1 01 OuU - AAGET ¢ 1T £ OHaAan CouyBlbunaidnmaNE), Se@téibér 4 094 6

280/ 01 AAT © 6 LChmbadge Clariogn | # AT AOEACAh . %qh .1 OAT AAO ZYh ZIYYP8
Bertrand Herald(Bertrand, NE), December 17, 1943.

22 Talbot Hamlin,The American Spirit in ArchitecturéNew Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1926), 280.

cOI 1 1 EI COAT AT A * OAc -EiI1AOh O, ETATIT (1 O6AThd . AOQGEITAI
#89000799), listed July 6, 1989, removed March 22, 2016.
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hotel. A longitudinal hotel presents its narrow side to the street, with its longer dimension running back from
the street toward the alley. While it exhtb a lessmposing presence on the street, it achieves greater
efficiency in terms of the number of rooms within. Guest rooms are arranged along both sides of a central
corridor which runs perpendicular to the street, with all rooms having exterior wisdawlight and ventilation.

Conclusion

TheHotel Orleans is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A: Corantbunéeer
Criterion C: ArchitectureThe resource was, and continues to dr,importantcommerciakesource irOrleans

and still exhibits the qualities and features of hotel architecture common between World War | and the Great
Depression.

9. Major Bibliographic References

Bibliography(insert bibliography here cite the books, articles and other sources usegrieparing this form.)

Ahlgren Carol YR DNX3 aAiffSNE a[AyO2ty |1 20Stx¢é blraAz2yltf wS3arad
listed July 6, 1989, removed March 22, 2016.

Hamlin,Talbot,The American Spirit in Architectudew HavenCT: #le University Press, 1926

JakleJohn A., Keith A. Sculle, and Jefferson S. RogeedMotel in AmerigaBaltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins University
Pres, 1996

LundbergDonald,The Hotel and Restaurant Busingg&oston, MA: Cahner Booksdmational, 1976), 51.
Py I N¥e& /2NlJ 2F 9y3IAYSSNEI Gl NIty /2dzyde [F1SY [SIFENYy |

https://www.nwk.usace.army.mil/Locations/Distridt akes/HarlarCountylL ake/Abouithe-Lake/ accessed October 22,
2020.

The Orleans ChroniateOrleans, NE
GbSs 1 2GSt F2NJ hNI StHya ! aadz2NBRY wSLINB a S yrébruari1d,3929. 4t t . S A
Gl®@St /2YYAGGSS aSSiAy3a ¢2yA3aKEZé al NOK TX MpHPD

G¢KS 1268t adzad /2YSZé al iOK HYyZIZ MdpHPD

wS@d W9 d | Ky a¢KS bSg 120Stx¢ 1'LINKf nX MpHPOD
a/)\U)\TSYé [ FdzyOK bPcnZnnn CdzyR /FYLI AIY (2 .dzZAftRAYy3I ySg a
dbSg | 2GSftdaf MeétiBg of SfotkBaliérSLast Friday Nigiihe Orleans Chronigl@rleans, NE), July 25, 1929.
GOEOI @1 GAy3 F2NI hNISIya ey N2 @St [ SIGZSY Ay NOKa ninER b bn &
G2 FGSNXYIEY 3 ¢NHzYo2 DAGSY /2y(iNI DI &RNDEAGRIhNIEhYa bSs a
GWl 268t hNISIyaQ Ay bhe @riean®CGh@dSoOribadsNIER Safober 16i193D.% ¢

a1 2GSt hNI S ya lyy2dzy0Sa GKS hLISyAy3a 2F ¢KSANISAYAYy3d w22
G2Yd 1 d | FOoSNI ! yy 2k &2 Fil KSR ICRANMINT SFySa>é F ROSNIA&aSYSyids
GhLISYSR S5AYAY3 w22Y 1 2G6§St hNISIya {dzyRlFI&X¢ b2@SYOSNI moxX

Harlan County JournglAlma, NE
Gh NI SFya bSgazé CSoONHzZENE yX mopono®
G/ 2dzyie aSSdiAy3a 2F GKS [S3IA2Y FyR ! dzEAfAFNEZE {SLIWGSYOSNJ

a4 FNR 27 ISI-NJ\)/EIKS' ho‘zoéNJ HyS Mdnod

GCIFNY . dz2NBlFdz aSSliAy3az¢é hOG206SNI pX mpnnd
G1FENIFY [/ 2dzyGe ! yydz CFNY hgySNEKALI aSSGAy3a 1 StRZ¢é CSoN
Gh NI SFya wSdzm Sy CINJf . dzNBlFdz | YAl bSgazée WkHydd NBE MTZ mMeppH
G. fdzS. 1T dBafKASE R bSo NMach 14710957 RGSNIIAaSYSy

15


https://www.nwk.usace.army.mil/Locations/District-Lakes/Harlan-County-Lake/About-the-Lake/

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / Nationald®ster of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 1000 OMB No. 10240018
Hotel Orleans Harlan County, Nebraska
Name of Property County and State

Other Newspapers

GbSg / 2 NLiEnbdnddudallinZoi, NE), July 27, 1929.

G{GFrGS bSga L BISNCaHunty BoostefDuinBiMgONE)j August 8, 1929.

dh NI S| yaQ Candudge ChafioCambiridge, NE), NovemtiEs, 1930.

GDdzA RS 2 F b So NI &Nebr&ska Sfats JoRidl/irioln, NEj, Jahuary 27, 1935.

G¢AYSEte ¢ARA BatEandHSrAdEBRitrand, NE),fDBcEmber 17, 1943.
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
____preliminary determination of individudisting(36 CFR 67 has been requeste_ State Historic Preservation Office
____previously listed in the National Register ____Other State agency
____previously determined eligible by the National Register ___ Federal agency

____designated a National Histori@ndmark ____Local government

____recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # ____University

____recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # ____ Other(Name of repository

recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Historic Resources Sy Number (if assigned): HN04042

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property Lessthan 1 USGS Quadrangl Orleans, Nebr. (1973)

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Datum if other than WGS84

1. Latitude 40.130217 Longitude -99.454784
2. Latitude Longtude
3. Latitude Longitude
4, Latitude Longitude

Verbal Boundary DescriptiotDescribe the boundaries of the property.)

Legal Description:OTS 20206 ORIGINAL

The nominated property is bounded by East Pine Street on the south, South Okleamse on the west, and a gravel
alleyway on the east. To the north is a vacant parcel.

BoundaryJustification(Explain why the boundaries were selected.)
The nominated property is the land historically associated with the Hotel Orleans.

11. Form Prepad By

nameftitle  Marilyn Snodgrass / Owner

organization Orleans Hotel Bed & Breakfast date November 25, 2020
street & number 101 East Pine Street telephone 3084734025
city or town Orleans state NE zip code 68966

email orleanshotelbedandbreakfast@ g.com
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Figure 5: Hotel Orleans plans by E. Floyd Redding, Hotel Orleans, primary (south) elevationplaote:have building
originally facingeast.
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Fgure 6 Hotel Qleans plans by E. Floyd Redding, Hotel Orleamsst (south) and east (north) elevations.
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Fgure 7 Hotel Orleans plans by E. Floyd Redding, Hotel Orlefirst;floor.
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